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Events 2022-23 
South Music Events 7 p.m. in the auditorium (*unless noted) tickets: $5 
adults and $3 students 
• December 15 — Tour Fundraiser Concert/Variety Show                                             

Advanced Choir, Intermediate Guitar, Jazz 1, String Orchestra,                
and the Wind Ensemble 

• January 24 — Modern Music Concert* at the Hook & Ladder  
• January 26 — Winter Dance Showcase                                 
South High Theater — TBD 
South High Foundation Meetings second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. each month 
             
• April — Pancake Breakfast TBD 
• May 10 — All Alumni Spring Luncheon - watch for details in the spring 

newsletter 
• September 2023 — Golf Tournament at Crystal Lake Golf Club  

South Alum, Major 
Witt, makes history 
Major Dawanna Witt, a 1992 South High 
graduate, is the first African American 
woman sheriff in the 170 year history of 
the Hennepin County Sheriff’s office. She 
looks forward to serving Hennepin County, 
and makes combating violent crime and 
recruiting new officers a top priority to 
keep Hennepin County safe. 

In a November interview, WCCO reporter Marielle Mohs 
spoke with South students to see how Witt has already made an 
impression. Senior, Grace Gnronfoun said, "She walked these 
halls, she looked like one of the faces you see out there, and it 
just makes you think - what face am I seeing now that is going 
to achieve more in the future?”   

“I feel like it's a huge step towards change," said Romero 
Walker, a South High junior. ”It's telling others that you can do 
anything you really want to if you put your mind to it.” 

Witt brings with her experience overseeing the Hennepin 
County Sheriff’s Office, Court Security and Adult Detention, 
working her way up from detention deputy. She also served at 
the Dakota County Sheriff’s Office as crisis negotiator, 
community outreach, and more, leading to her role as the 
agency’s first female captain. She’s also worked as an adjunct 
professor teaching Juvenile Justice and American Corrections. 

Major Witt holds a degree in chemical dependency and family 
therapy, a degree in police science, and dual master’s degrees 
in public safety administration and management. She is 
married with two adult daughters and two grandchildren. 

We wish Major Witt all the best as she serves the community as 
the new Hennepin County Sheriff.  
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Pancakes breakfast 2023 We optimistically look 
forward to the coming pancake breakfast. After a two year 
absence, it will be great to see all of the friendly faces again. 
We aim to schedule it for the end of April, providing the space.

A big THANK YOU  
to everyone who made a Give to the Max 
contribution on November 17th. The focus 
this year was South High’s debate team. This 

year we were fortunate to raise over $4,000 for the team, 
helping cover tournament travel costs. The theater department 
also received donor designated funds this year.   

Dear Alumni &Friends of South High,
Where has the time gone? It seems like we just started a 
new school year and it is already December! Under the 
leadership of Afolabi Runsewe, our new principal, South is 
running smoothly. There have been some changes due to 
district budget cuts and need for more ESL staff but 
students and staff have adjusted. 

The Foundation has provided a number of grants this 
school year including funds for the library, athletics, math 
club, debate and guest artists for the dance program. And 
the needs continue. 

It is because of the support of our donors that the 
Foundation can continue to provide for the students  
at South. On behalf of the Foundation, I want  
to thank you and wish you all peace and  
good health for 2023! 

Judy Ayers ’66, President 
South High Foundation 

http://southhighfoundation.org
http://south.mpls.k12.mn.us


Complete this form (please print) and mail with your check to: South High Foundation, 3131 19th Ave. S., Mpls. MN 55407 
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" $1,000 Platinum Tiger                       
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" $_____Other 

Foundation office: 612-668-4344
Website: southhighfoundation.org 

" Matching gift form enclosed 
" I would like to volunteer  Best way to contact me:  "email   "phone   "mail 
" Please send me information about the Tiger Legacy Circle 
" Please send me a copy of the annual report 

Optional: Designated for________________________________(program/activity) 

In Memory of__________________________________________Class year________ 

In Honor of____________________________________________Class year________ 

H22 Office use only: 
CID________DR__________CK___________AT__________TY__________Note_____________

Start the New Year 2023… by becoming a 
volunteer? We need grant writers, data entry volunteers, 
fundraisers and volunteers for the pancake breakfast and golf 
tournament. We also need a volunteer that can sell  
apparel at South a couple times a month. Can you help?  
Contact the Foundation Office at 612-668-4344. 

We need you! 
You’re just in time… to make a tax  
deductible gift to the Foundation for the year 2022. 

Principal’s 
message 
Hello Foundation  
Alumni and Friends,  

I hope that this message finds 
everyone well and enjoying the 
holiday season with loved ones. This 
has been a very exciting first year for 
me at South High School. We are a 
true school community that comes 

together to support all of our stakeholders and nothing 
exemplifies that more than our Foundation group and alumni.  

The Foundation has allowed us to overcome many potential 
financial challenges, which has provided opportunities for our 
students that would otherwise be lost. I know that I speak for 
all of our staff and students when I say thank you for all of 
your ongoing support. 

Sincerely, Principal Runsewe 
South High School

Thank you  for  
  your gift!

Modern Music Night January 24 
moves to the Hook & Ladder 

Real impact of fall sports   
Excerpts from Fall Southerner articles 

by Staff Writers Kristian Herrera Amigon and Peter Dang  

Sports are a very important part of the South community. Even 
with busy lives and rigorous academics, athletes manage to 
show up to practice, be their best selves, and be positive. While 
cross country, football and soccer are prominent fall sports that 
receive the most coverage, here are some words from a few 
South athletes who enjoy the competition, camaraderie and 
rewards from less publicized sports.   

South’s Ultimate Frisbee was off to a great start this year with 
a lot of new players. “A massive highlight has been seeing the 
new players get so much better already, especially for those 
that have never played,” said Ingrid Noren, a senior and 7 year 
player. Even though frisbee isn’t as recognized around the 
school, players make sure to promote the team and make a fun 
environment for everyone. Noren added “I think we could do 
more to publicize our team since it is such a great community, 
has good sportsmanship, and is very inclusive.”   

This year the Girls Tennis Team has gotten more complex in 
comparison to previous years due to graduating seniors, less 
funding than other sports, and the distance from the school to 
the tennis courts. “Even though we had a lot of seniors 
graduating, the team still has the same vibe. We all know each 
other, we’re all happy,” said senior Lily Kania. “We have to 
walk to our courts, I can request a bus, but there’s no guarantee 
it will show up,” said Alex Lehman, South alum and tennis 
coach. With these challenges, the team still keeps its spirits up. 

South’s Volleyball Team, consisting of approximately 30 
players and 3 teams is one of the more notable sports at South. 
“There were some roadblocks this season. A couple of injuries 
along with people who fell sick, made it a little hard to create 
progress as a team,” varsity player Lilia Edwards said. 
“Compared to 
last season, 
we’re harder 
working and 
have more 
drive in us. We 
want to win 
and we’ve 
been making 
every moment 
count,” 
Edwards said. 
“Our team 
chemistry this 
season is 
amazing and I 
feel very connected with everyone. Overall, we’re just in an 
amazing position emotionally,” JV player Olive Grabe adds. 

South’s Varsity Volleyball Team huddled together 
during the break section of a match. 

Now renamed “Play it Forward,” 
this event for South High Music 
is both a concert and fundraiser 
for our music boosters group,  
and features our guitar students 
and jazz students. You can get 
your tickets for this event  
through the Hook and Ladder, 
3010 Minnehaha Avenue.  

For more information on this event, sports, and other activities, 
please call the school office at 612-668-4300, or go to the 
website: https://south.mpls.k12.mn.us/

While the fall sports have concluded for the 2022 season, 
this year has brought hope for a new era of sports at South. 
We hope that every student has the opportunity to find 
their niche in whatever sport or after school activity that 
sparks their interest. 

https://south.mpls.k12.mn.us/
https://www.shsoutherner.net/staff_name/kristian-herrera-amigon/
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